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REGENTS APPROVE CONTRACT WITH UM FACULTY UNION 
MISSOULA -  y
In a conference call Wednesday, the state Board of Regents approved a new contract for faculty 
at The University of Montana-Missoula, UM President George Dennison said.
UM faculty members, who had been working without a contract since July, approved the 
contract by about a 2-to-l margin in a vote Feb. 20. The contract, which is retroactive to July 1, covers 
the 1997-98 and 1998-99 academic years.
Dennison said five regents participated in the conference call, voting 4-to-l to ratify the 
agreement. UM student Regent Jason Thielman cast the dissenting vote, saying he thought the 
workload issue was compromised, according to Dennison.
“The agreement clarifies a lot of issues that had been hanging out there before,” Dennison said. 
“I don’t think it compromises the academic integrity of the institution. It puts us in a position to move 
forward. We will continue to offer good service to students.”
University system officials and members of the University Teachers’ Union reached a tentative 
agreement in December, compromising on differences that primarily involved faculty workload and 
methods used to measure productivity. The contract provides that salary increases will come to faculty 
in equal installments on July 1 and Jan. 1 of each year. Faculy agreed to the contract to help offset a 
predicted UM budget shortfall.
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Both Dennison and UTU President Bill McBroom agreed that the contract was a difficult one 
to negotiate.
“It proved to be harder to negotiate than we had hoped, and we traded more than we wanted to,” 
McBroom said. “But it was approved by a handsome majority, and we’re already starting to work on 
the next one.”
In Wednesday’s conference call, regents also approved an agreement with operating engineers 
who staff the heating plants across the Montana University System campuses.
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